
KEY FINDINGS

■■ At current emission levels, the remaining 
carbon budget of the Mediterranean region 
will be exhausted by 2035. 

■■ All countries must accelerate emissions 
reductions. Emissions must decline by 6% 
on average annually from 2030-2050. 

■■ Different approaches (“allocation rules”) to 
sharing the burden of reducing CO2 emissions 
among the countries of the Barcelona 
Convention are examined.

■■ Detailed country-level factsheets show 
national trajectories and required reductions 
for all Parties. 

■■ Several Parties have already exceeded their fair-share emissions under certain allocation rules.

■■ Key information to inform discussions on how to coordinate this collective regional effort is provided.

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

1.	 Accelerate emissions reductions immediately. Mediterranean countries should step up efforts to cut 
CO2 and other greenhouse gas emissions without delay, as early action will ease the scale and pace of 
reductions required after 2030.

2.	 Avoid expansion of fossil fuel activities. Exploration of new fossil fuel deposits, extraction, processing, 
and exports must be halted, as these activities are incompatible with the objectives of the Paris Agreement 
and the Barcelona Convention’s mandate to protect marine and coastal ecosystems. 

3.	 Pioneer stronger regional climate cooperation. The Barcelona Convention could expand its framework 
to lead on regional climate action, including the development of new protocols or agreements aimed at 
phasing out fossil fuel dependence, ensuring coherence in countries’ sustainable development strategies, 
and protecting Mediterranean ecosystems and communities from escalating climate risks.

ACCESS THE FULL STUDY

■■ Full report (including country factsheets)
■■ Press Release

For further information, please contact:
info@oceancare.org 
www.oceancare.org
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The Mediterranean is a climate change hotspot, being the second fastest warming region in the world 
after the Arctic. A new report from the Basque Centre for Climate Change (BC3) commissioned by 
OceanCare shows that urgent measures to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions are needed to stay within 
the 2 °C target of the Paris Agreement.

https://www.oceancare.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Report-Remaining-Carbon-Budget-Allocation-to-Mediterranean-Countries.pdf
https://www.oceancare.org/en/stories_and_news/carbon-budget-mediterranean/

