
Br i n g i n g  th e  H i g h  S e as  Tre a ty  i n to  f orc e  is  a  cr i t i c a l  step  f or  se cur i n g  i n tern a t i o n a l
g o a ls ,  i n c lud i n g  th e  30x30  g o a l  to  pro te c t  30%  o f  th e  wor l d ’s  l a n d  a n d  se a  by
2030 ,  a gre e d  dur i n g  l ast  ye ar ’s  U N  B i o d ivers i ty  Sum m i t .  T h e  H i g h  S e as  A l l i a n c e  a n d
i ts  m e m b ers  are  work i n g  w i th  g overn m e n ts  to  h ave  th e  Tre a ty  up  a n d  run n i n g  by
th e  2025  U N  O c e a n  C o n f ere n c e  i n  N i c e ,  Fra n c e .

New  York ,  20  September  2023 :  As  th e  h istor i c  H i g h  S e as  Tre a ty  ope n e d  to  U n i te d
N a t i o ns  (U N )  M e m b er  S ta tes  f or  s i g n a ture1  a t  th e  U N  G e n era l  Asse m b ly  to d ay ,
a c tors  S i g ourn ey  W e aver  a n d  J a n e  F o n d a  suppor te d  th e  H i g h  S e as  A l l i a n c e  a n d  i ts
52  m e m b ers  i n  c h a l l e n g i n g  c oun t r i es  to  c o mpe te  i n  a  R a c e  f or  R a t i f i c a t i o n2 ,  w i th
th e  a m b i t i ous  g o a l  o f  f ast- t ra c k i n g  th e  Tre a ty ’s  e n t ry  i n to  f orc e  as  so o n  as  2025.

T h e  c a l l  was  issue d  dur i n g  ‘H i g h  A m b i t i o n  f or  th e  H i g h  S e as ’ ,  a  h i g h- l eve l  eve n t
h e l d  o n  th e  m arg i ns  o f  th e  U N  m e e t i n g ,  org a n ize d  by  th e  g overn m e n ts  o f  B e l g ium ,
C osta  R i c a ,  Fra n c e  a n d  th e  Europe a n  U n i o n  w i th  suppor t  fro m  N a tura l  R esourc es
D e f e nse  C oun c i l  (N R D C ) ,  th e  H i g h  S e as  A l l i a n c e ,  B l o o m b erg  P h i l a n throp i es ,
M iss i o n  B lue  a n d  th e  P ew  C h ar i ta b l e  Trusts .  T h e  eve n t  c e l e bra te d  H e a ds  o f  S ta te
a n d  M i n isters  s i g n i n g  th e  H i g h  S e as  Tre a ty  -  a n d  c o m m i t t i n g  to  a  h i g h- l eve l
d e c l ara t i o n3  to  e nsure  i t  se cures  th e  60  ra t i f i c a t i o ns  n e e d e d  to  e n ter  i n to  f orc e  as
so o n  as  poss i b l e .  By  s i g n i n g ,  c oun t r i es  are  n o t  ye t  b oun d  by  th e  Tre a ty ,  but  i n d i c a te
th ey  i n te n d  to  ra t i fy  i t .

T h e  H i g h  S e as  -  th e  e n t ire  o c e a n  b eyo n d  c oun t r i es ’  m ar i t i m e  b ord ers  –  c overs  h a l f
th e  p l a n e t ,  is  h o m e  to  th e  wor l d ’s  gre a test  we a l th  o f  b i o d ivers i ty  a n d  p l ays  a n
esse n t i a l  ro l e  i n  re gu l a t i n g  our  c l i m a te .  T h is  vast  o c e a n  are a  suppor ts  so m e  o f  th e
m ost  i mpor ta n t ,  ye t  cr i t i c a l ly  e n d a n g ere d  e c osyste ms  o n  E ar th ,  ye t  a  l a c k  o f
g overn a n c e  h as  l e f t  i t  i n cre as i n g ly  vu l n era b l e  to  over-exp l o i ta t i o n .  Curre n t ly ,  o n ly
1%  o f  th e  H i g h  S e as  is  pro te c te d .

T h e  60th  c oun t ry  to  ra t i fy  th e  H i g h  S e as  Tre a ty  w i l l  t r i g g er  a  120-d ay  c oun td own ,
a f ter  wh i c h  i t  w i l l  b e c o m e  th e  wor l d ’s  f irst  i n tern a t i o n a l  Tre a ty  to  m a n d a te  th e
c o nserva t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  B i o d ivers i ty  B eyo n d  N a t i o n a l  Jur isd i c t i o n  (B B N J ) ,
by  e n a b l i n g  th e  esta b l ish m e n t  o f  H i g h  S e as  m ar i n e  pro te c te d  are as ,  i n c lud i n g  fu l ly
a n d  h i g h ly  pro te c te d  are as ,  a n d  re gu l a t i n g  a c t iv i t i es  th a t  m ay  h arm  th e  H i g h  S e as
throug h  c o mpre h e ns ive  e nv iro n m e n ta l  i mpa c t  assessm e n ts .
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“W e  we l c o m e  th e  pos i t ive  c o m m i tm e n ts  m a d e  to d ay , ”  sa i d  Lisa Speer ,  Director  of
the Internat ional  Oceans  Program at  Natural  Resources  Defense Counci l
(NRDC ) .  “L i f e  o n  our  b lue  p l a n e t  d epe n ds  o n  a  h e a l thy  o c e a n .  E a c h  a n d  every
c oun t ry  h as  th e  sa m e  o b l i g a t i o n  to  future  g e n era t i o ns  –  to  urg e n t ly  reverse  o c e a n
d e c l i n e .  I  h ope  a l l  c oun t r i es  w i l l  pro c e e d  w i th out  d e l ay  to  s i g n  a n d  ra t i fy  th e  H i g h
S e as  Tre a ty . ”

“ I 'm  p l e ase d  th a t  to d ay ,  th a n ks  to  th e  e f f or ts  o f  th e  B lue  L e a d ers ,  th e  B B N J  H i g h
A m b i t i o n  C o a l i t i o n  a n d  a l l  sta tes  i nvo lve d  i n  th e  pro c ess ,  th is  h istor i c  t re a ty  is  ope n
f or  s i g n a ture , ”  sa i d  Vincent  van Qu ickenborne ,  Deputy  Pr ime Minister ,  Belgium .
“T h e  o c e a n  m a k es  our  p l a n e t  h a b i ta b l e ,  a n d  n ow  is  th e  t i m e  f or  c oun t r i es  to  s i g n  up
a n d  g ive  i t  th e  l eve l  o f  pro te c t i o n  i t  n e e ds  a n d  d eserves .  As  a  f oun d i n g  m e m b er  o f
th e  B lue  L e a d ers ,  B e l g ium  c a l ls  upo n  a l l  sta tes  to  s i g n  a n d  ra t i fy  as  qu i c k ly  as
poss i b l e ,  b e c ause  s i g n i n g  m e a ns  h av i n g  a  vo i c e  i n  th is  pro c ess .  A  spe e dy

ra t i f i c a t i o n  is  cruc i a l  to  put  i n  p l a c e  th e  n e c essary  struc tures  a n d  i nst i tut i o ns  to
turn  th e  gre a t  a m b i t i o ns  o f  th is  a gre e m e n t  i n to  re a l i ty . ”

Hervé Berv i l le ,  Minister  of  State for  Mar ine Affairs ,  France ,  sa i d :  “T o d ay  is  a n
h istor i c  d ay  f or  th e  o c e a n  a n d  our  p l a n e t .  Fra n c e ,  th e  h i g h  a m b i t i o n  c o a l i t i o n  f or
B B N J ,  N G Os  o f  th e  H i g h  S e as  A l l i a n c e  a n d  c iv i l  so c i e ty  cre a te d  m o m e n tum  to
c o n c lud e  wh a t  we  c o ns i d er  th e  m ost  i mpor ta n t  U n i te d  N a t i o ns  t re a ty  o f  th e  n ext
d e c a d es .  T h is  a gre e m e n t  w i l l  a l l ow  us  to  g ive  a  l ive a b l e  p l a n e t  f or  future
g e n era t i o ns .  N ow  i t ’s  th e  t i m e  to  spr i n t ,  a c h i eve  sw i f t  ra t i f i c a t i o ns  a n d  i n cre ase  our
c o l l e c t ive  a m b i t i o ns  f or  th e  U n i te d  N a t i o ns  O c e a n  C o n f ere n c e  th a t  Fra n c e  w i l l  h ost
w i th  C osta  R i c a  i n  2025. ”

Virgini jus  S inkev ič ius ,  EU Commiss ioner  for  the Env ironment ,  Oceans  and
Fisher ies  sa i d :  “H i g h  se as  are  64%  o f  th e  o c e a n ’s  sur f a c e .  U n t i l  yesterd ay ,  o n ly
a b out  1%  was  pro te c te d-but  to d ay ,  th is  c h a n g es  f or  g o o d .  W i th  th e  s i g n a ture  o f  th e
H i g h  S e as  Tre a ty ,  we  c a n  sa f e guard  th e  o c e a n  fro m  hum a n  pressures ,  a n d  g e t
c l oser  to  our  o b j e c t ive  o f  pro te c t i n g  a t  l e ast  30%  o f  th e  P l a n e t  by  2030 ” .

“W e  are  c o nv i n c e d  i t  is  our  e th i c a l  duty  to  future  g e n era t i o ns  a n d  to  our  p l a n e t  to
e nsure  th e  ra t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th is  i nstrum e n t  i n  th e  sh or test  poss i b l e  t i m e ,  to  star t
bu i l d i n g  a  n e twork  o f  M P As  o n  are as  b eyo n d  n a t i o n a l  jur isd i c t i o ns  urg e n t ly  n e e d e d
to  i mprove  th e  o c e a n´s  h e a l th  a n d  sa f e guard  g l o b a l  b i o d ivers i ty , ”  said Arnoldo
André Tinoco ,  Minister  of  Foreign Affairs ,  Costa Rica .  “C osta  R i c a  w i l l  j o i n  th e
h istor i c a l  s i g n a ture  o f  th e  B B N J  A gre e m e n t  to d ay  a n d  i nv i te  a l l  c oun t r i es  to  s i g n
a n d  ra t i fy  th e  t re a ty  as  a  m a t ter  o f  pr i or i ty .  T h e  H i g h-L eve l  Eve n t  o n  O c e a n  A c t i o n
th a t  C osta  R i c a  w i l l  h ost  n ext  ye ar ,  o n  th e  route  towards  U N O C  2025 ,  w i l l  b e  a  gre a t
oppor tun i ty  to  c o n t i nue  our  c a l l  f or  ra t i f i c a t i o n .  T h e  o c e a n  is  c oun t i n g  o n  a l l  o f  us. ”

“As  we  sta n d  a t  th e  br i n k  o f  e c o l o g i c a l  c a tastroph e ,  th e  H i g h  S e as  Tre a ty  o f f ers  a
ray  o f  h ope , ”  sa i d  actor  and act iv ist ,  Jane Fonda .  “ I t  g ives  us  a  c h a n c e  to  bre a th e
l i f e  b a c k  i n to  th e  o c e a n ,  so  th a t  th e  o c e a n  c a n  c o n t i nue  to  bre a th e  l i f e  i n to  us.  A l l  o f
us  must  d o  everyth i n g  we  c a n  to  save  th e  m a g n i f i c e n t  O c e a n ,  our  a l ly  i n  th e  f i g h t
a g a i nst  th e  c l i m a te  cr is is .  I  urg e  a l l  c oun t r i es  to  ra t i fy  th e  H i g h  S e as  Tre a ty  w i th out
d e l ay  -  f or  every  l i f e  o n  E ar th . ”

“As  we  star t  th e  R a c e  f or  R a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  H i g h  S e as  Tre a ty ,  we  must  n o t  un d er-
est i m a te  th e  oppor tun i ty  b e f ore  us , ”  sa i d  Rebecca Hubbard ,  Director  of  the High
Seas  Al l iance .  “O c e a n  te mpera tures  h ave  h i t  re c ord  h i g hs ,  m ar i n e  l i f e  –  a n d  a l l  our
l ives  –  are  un d er  unpre c e d e n te d  pressure .  T o  surv ive ,  i t  is  cr i t i c a l  th a t  th e  n ew  H i g h
S e as  Tre a ty  e n ters  i n to  f orc e  as  so o n  as  poss i b l e  so  th a t  we  c a n  a c c e l era te
i n tern a t i o n a l  a c t i o n  to  restore  p l a n e tary  h e a l th  a n d  d e f e n d  th e  l ives  a n d  l ive l i h o o ds

o f  b i l l i o ns  o f  pe op l e  wor l dw i d e . ”



"F or  to o  l o n g ,  we  c ou l d n ' t  f a th o m  th a t  our  a c t i o ns  c ou l d  c ause  s i g n i f i c a n t  h arm
upo n  th e  vast  o c e a n ,  espe c i a l ly  th e  are as  f ar  b eyo n d  th e  c o ast , ”  said
oceanographer ,  exp lorer ,  and founder  of  Miss ion Blue ,  Dr .  Sy lv ia  Ear le .  “But

n ow ,  we 're  aware  th a t  i n  just  a  f ew  d e c a d es  we  h ave  e l i m i n a te d  e n t ire  m ar i n e
e c osyste ms .  T h is  t re a ty  represe n ts  a  cr i t i c a l  step  towards  sa f e guard i n g  th e  o c e a n
by  f a c i l i ta t i n g  th e  cre a t i o n  o f  a  n e twork  o f  h i g h ly  a n d  fu l ly  pro te c te d  m ar i n e  are as .
But  we  c a n n o t  a n d  we  must  n o t  wa i t  a ny  l o n g er .  I  e n c oura g e  c oun t r i es  aroun d  th e
wor l d  to  rap i d ly  ra t i fy  th is  t re a ty  a n d  a c t  to  pro te c t  th e  b lue  h e ar t  o f  our  p l a n e t  as
i f  our  l ives  d epe n d  o n  i t…  b e c ause  th ey  d o ."

Nainoa Thompson ,  Pres ident  of  the Polynes ian Voyaging Society ,  sa i d :  “T h e
d e ep  c o n n e c t i o n  th a t  i n d i g e n ous  pe op l es  h ave  w i th  th e  o c e a n  is  ro o te d  i n
k n ow l e d g e  a n d  t ra d i t i o ns  passe d  d own  throug h  th e  g e n era t i o ns ,  wh i c h  e m erg e d
fro m  a  pro f oun d  respe c t  a n d  appre c i a t i o n  f or  m ar i n e  l i f e .  T h e  n ew  H i g h  S e as
Tre a ty ,  a i m e d  a t  pro te c t i n g  m ar i n e  l i f e  i n  th e  h i g h  se as ,  is  n o t  just  a  c o m m i tm e n t
to  m ar i n e  c o nserva t i o n ,  i t  is  a lso  a  pro m ise  to  re c o g n ize  a n d  pro te c t  th e  h er i ta g e
o f  i n d i g e n ous  pe op l es  wh ose  l ives  a n d  cu l ture  d epe n d  o n  th e  se a . ”

“T h e  H i g h  S e as  Tre a ty  is  a  h istor i c  v i c tory  f or  th e  h e a l th  o f  pe op l e ,  our  o c e a n ,  a n d
our  p l a n e t , "  sa i d  Antha Wil l iams ,  who leads  the global  c l imate and env ironment
program at  B loomberg Phi lanthrop ies.  "W i th  a d equa te  fun d i n g ,  Tre a ty
i mp l e m e n ta t i o n  w i l l  sa f e guard  m ar i n e  b i o d ivers i ty ,  expa n d  pro te c te d  are as ,  a n d
pro te c t  l ive l i h o o ds  i n  c o m mun i t i es  th a t  d epe n d  o n  our  o c e a n .  B l o o m b erg
P h i l a n throp i es  l o o ks  f orward  to  suppor t i n g  g overn m e n ts  i n  th e ir  a m b i t i o n  to
sw i f t ly  ra t i fy  th e  Tre a ty ,  wh i c h  is  cr i t i c a l  to  re a c h i n g  th e  g l o b a l  30x30  targ e t .  T h e
o c e a n  is  o n e  o f  our  gre a test  a l l i es  i n  f i g h t i n g  th e  c l i m a te  cr is is  -  i t 's  past  t i m e  th a t
we  re turn  th e  f avor ."  

Signing the Treaty  d o es  n o t  esta b l ish  c o nse n t  f or  S ta tes  to  b e  b oun d  to  th e
Tre a ty ,  but  i t  d o es  express  th e  w i l l i n g n ess  o f  th e  s i g n a tory  S ta te  to  c o n t i nue
th e  t re a ty-m a k i n g  pro c ess  a n d  f or  i t  to  pro c e e d  to  ra t i f i c a t i o n .  S i g n i n g  a lso
cre a tes  a n  o b l i g a t i o n  to  re fra i n ,  i n  g o o d  f a i th ,  fro m  a c ts  th a t  wou l d  d e f e a t  th e
o b j e c t  a n d  th e  purpose  o f  th e  Tre a ty .  F o l l ow i n g  s i g n a ture ,  c oun t r i es  c a n  ra t i fy
th e  A gre e m e n t  a t  a ny  t i m e .  T h e  Tre a ty  text  spe c i f i es  th a t  th is  A gre e m e n t  sh a l l
b e  ope n  f or  s i g n a ture  by  a l l  S ta tes  fro m  20  S epte m b er  2023  a n d  w i l l  re m a i n
ope n  f or  s i g n a ture  a t  th e  U N  H e a dquar ters  i n  N ew  Y ork  un t i l  20  S epte m b er
2025.  O n c e  th is  per i o d  h as  past ,  S ta tes  c a n  j o i n  by  a c c e d i n g  to  th e  A gre e m e n t .
A c c ess i o n  re f ers  to  th e  a c t  wh ere by  a  S ta te  expressses  i ts  c o nse n t  to  b e
b oun d  by  a n  A gre e m e n t .  T h is  c a n  ta k e  p l a c e  a f ter  a  Tre a ty  h as  e n tere d  i n to
f orc e .

Rat i f icat ion is  wh e n  n a t i o ns  f orm a l ly  c o nse n t  to  th e  n ew  i n tern a t i o n a l  l aw ,  a n d
th is  o f te n  e n ta i ls  e nsur i n g  th a t  th e ir  n a t i o n a l  l aws  are  c o ns iste n t  w i th  i t .  T h e
spe e d  a n d  pro c ess  to  ra t i fy  var i es  by  c oun t ry .  I n  so m e  c oun t r i es ,  th e  a c t  o f
ra t i f i c a t i o n  is  s i mp ly  a  L e a d er ’s  d e cre e ,  wh i l e  i n  o th ers  P ar l i a m e n tary  approva l
is  n e e d e d .

2 .  F i n d  out  m ore  a b out  th e  H i g h  S e as  A l l i a n c e  a n d  i ts  n ew  R a c e  F or  R a t i f i c a t i o n
c a mpa i g n  a t  www.h i g hse asa l l i a n c e .org/ t re a ty-ra t i f i c a t i o n .

NOTES TO EDITORS :
 
1 .  T h ere  are  193  M e m b er  S ta tes  to  th e  U n i te d  N a t i o ns .  S e e  a  fu l l  l ist  o n  th e  H i g h
S e as  A l l i a n c e  R a t i f i c a t i o n  Tra c k er .

http://www.highseasalliance.org/treaty-ratification
http://www.highseasalliance.org/treaty-ratification.


CONTACT

General - Patricia Roy: patricia@communicationsinc.co.uk

To arrange interviews in New York - Sophie Hulme:
sophie@communicationsinc.co.uk

Images of the event are available upon request.
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3.  The Declarat ion :
“Heads  of  State and Ministers  from around the wor ld  commit  to working
together  to ensure the new  United Nat ions  Agreement  under  the UN
Convent ion on the Law  of  the Sea on the conservat ion and sustainable use of
mar ine biological  divers ity  of  areas  beyond nat ional  jur isdict ion (the High Seas
Treaty )  secures  the 60  rat i f icat ions  needed to enter  into force as  soon as
poss ib le ,  and w i l l  str ive to reach this  goal  by  the 2025  UN Ocean Conference .”

4.  R e a d  m ore  a b out  th e  H i g h  S e as  Tre a ty  i n  th is  f a c tsh e e t  a n d  F A Q S .

http://www.highseasalliance.org/
https://www.highseasalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/HSA_Treaty_Factsheet_27June23.pdf
https://highseasalliance.org/resources/treaty-qa/#more-2629

