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Report on whaling in the Faroe Islandsy Birgith Sloth

Background

A study visit to Faroe Islands was undertaken dthlith July 2009. Theam consisted of Birgith
Sloth, Consultant to Foundation Franz Weber (FFiid) laselotte Jensen, OceanCare.

Theobjective of the visit was to collect as much informatiorpassible related to pilot whales and
pilot whaling in the Faroe Islands, including loagiinto the context of the whaling in the*2dentury
and in particular in the toxic risk related to comgption of meat.

Themethod for collecting information:

- 15 out of 23 places where pilot whales used tabded were visited, and the team documented
these as well as other relevant economic activiti¢lsat area;

- museums were visited including the Natural Higtdiluseum in Torshavn, which has an in depth
exhibit about pilot whales and pilot whaling;

- bookshops were visited to collect informatioraofl copies of books etc related to the topic of
interest incl. cooking books covering whale meals;

- Information was collected related to legislation;

- speaking to as many local people as possiblengdtieir confidence and then asking questions
related to pilot whaling, their knowledge of toxisks etc. The team did not at any time disclose
their objective of visiting.

The team did not see any whaling during the visit.

The consultant after the visit collected furthdomation and based on that, the information is thi
report has been compiled, analysed and commented.

Biological data related to Long-finned Pilot WhalegGlobicephala melas

Males on average grow to 4,94 to 5,19 m and weigi5Lkg (maximum seen 2.320 kg or more) while
females grow to just around 3,78 m and weigh 600raximum seen 1.000 kg). Males on average
live 46 years and females 59 years.

Males can breed when 14 to 16 years old, while fesrstart at 8.7 years of age. Mating season is
April to May and again July to August.



When born the pilot whale is on average 1,78 m lamgjweigh 75 kg. Pregnancy is 12 months and
suckling period is 3,4 year. A female gives birlery 5,1 year. Due to length of pregnancy and the
mating season given above it can be concludedhbdireeding season is April to May and again July
to August.

In the publication “Feergernes Grindefangst” by De&loch, Feeroya Natturugripasavn 2007, it is
noted that the dates with the highest number ahestduring the period 1584-2007 ar& 28ly to

26" August where on all the dates 20 to 25 catchdsptaxe over this period of the year. Hunting in
other words mainly takes place during the breedimgdymating season.

In other places of the world it is well known aretdmented that whales come to shallow and calm
waters to breed and mate. Based on the abovékelg that the pilot whales come to the bays in
Faroe Islands for exactly that purpose.

Abundance and status

Long-finned Pilot Whales are found in the Northahtic north of a line from Mediterranean/North
West Africa to Cape Hattaras, North Carolina, Ushmeast. The estimate for the whole North
Atlantic is 800.000.

North East Atlantic Long-finned Pilot Whales loaiearly different from those found in the North
West Atlantic (along the coast of US, Canada ang Reundland) and an ICE®ilot Whale study
group, Cambridge April 1996 (ICES:CM 1996/A:6:pd&cided to divide the Atlantic population into
two distinct subpopulations, where the Irming Sed the Mid-Atlantic Ridge serves as border line
between the two.

The average size of a school of pilot whales dutit®4 to 2007 has a peak of 150 individuals in Apri
and May and a new distinct peak of a little mo=thh50 again in July to August. The peaks coincide
with the mating season and the time where femaleshirth. It is according to the NAMMC®report

on Status of the Long-finned Pilot Whales in thetN@tlantic also during this season that the sguid
which the pilot whales eat, come near to the coast.

In the report from the NAMMCO Management Commitiéeeting for Cetaceans held September
2008 in Sisimiut, Greenland, the chapter on Lomgrid Pilot Whales contains interesting

information. It is noted that the latest full assaent was undertaken in 1996 and that since tHesit
not been possible for the Faroe Islands to follpwon all the research recommendations nor
implement a full monitoring program. “There hastéecreasing abundance estimates since 1987/89
(in 1995 and 2002), although these need qualiboadis the survey areas have been smaller and not
strictly comparable”. The meeting agreed on a nooimg) plan, and the Chair of the NAMMCO
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Scientific Committee emphasizing that the Commissexjuests in the monitoring plan were a
priority. The representatives from the Faroe Istamdreply “pointed out that limited human and
financial resources in the Faroe Islands do notafbr such a comprehensive undertaking on the
same large scale (as in 1986 and 1987) at regquivals. A focused 3-year program would, however
be given serious consideration.” The report al$erseto the pollution problem: “It was also noteditt

it was important to continue the ongoing monitoraigpollutants in pilot whales, since pilot whales
caught in the Faroe Islands are one of very fewisper stocks of cetaceans with long history of
contaminant sampling, and such a study was suppastithe NAMMCO focus on environmental
Issues.”

In its Red List of Threatened Species IUTNts the Long-finned Whales with "Data Deficiestatus
according to its 2008 assessment. In a previowesasgnt in 1996 the organization listed the species
in the "Lower Risk/least concern” category. Howetee IUCN also says that with an estimated
subpopulation size of 778.000 in the eastern Natidntic and approximately 100.000 around the
Faroe Islands, the Faroese catches of up to 85¢eperare probably sustainable.

Animal welfare

19 hunts have been studied from 1995 to 2000. Weétold hook (which is supposed to cause pain, as
it causes physical damages) the fixing time onayewas 27,9 seconds and after that the killing wit
old knife additional 39,2 seconds.

Then the new hook was introduced, and the use edapthe Executive Order no. 46 from 8 April
1998. This hook is called the blunt hook or blovehoook and was tested out from 1993. This hook
does not cause physical damages and thereby iglecgs to not cause any pain. Therefore the Faroe
Islands authorities started to consider the killinge to be the time it takes to use the knife kiidhe
animal, which as mentioned is on average 39,2 skcon

A new knife called the spinal lance has been intoed but is still only in the testing phase. Thisl t
looks like an arrow and is used to cut the spioatl cAccording to Dorete Bloch in her book "The
pilot whales and the Faroese pilot whaling” (in Baihpublished in 2007 Dorete writes: "with the new
knife the time of killing is reduced to 2 to 3 sads®.

The taking of 188 pilot whales at Hvalvik in May@)was reported to start at 9 in the morning and
finish at noon.

According to Joan Pauli Joensen in the book “Piibialing in the Faroe Islands” in a recent biologica
study it is reported that of 40 whales hunts ovevayear period, the shortest kill took place ba t
sandy beach of Leynar and lasted eight minute$36rwhales. The longest was one in Vestmanna,
when 118 whales were killed in two hours and thiniputes. The average killing time for the 40
whale hunts was 27.7 minutes.

3 International Union for Conservation of Nature

* Dorete Bloch in the book "The Pilot Whale and Bazoese Pilot Whaling”



The Faroese view that killing time is only from tivae the spinal lance is applied to the animal is
dead is challenged. However there is no doubttlteatvhales are under undue stress from the moment
the boats surround the flock and start drivingwards the sandy beach where the killing is to take
place.

The fact that the peak season for the hunts caneith the time of breeding poses yet one more
animal welfare problem.

Pilot whaling in the Faroe Islands

Data from the hunts are available from 1584 totilie and is the oldest existing hunting statistics
From 1584 to 2007 a total of 256.912 pilot whalagenbeen taken. The largest number ever taken was
in 1941, where 4.480 pilot whales were taken. Imé&nl to the report numbers of pilot whales and
white sided dolphins taken in most recent yeardistexl. Over time there have been periods where
none or almost no pilot whales have been taken.ddewover recent years there is decline in numbers
taken.

Statistics, source: wikipedia

Skin (seeexplanation under

Time  No of schoolsNo of pilot whales Historic background below)

1709-195( 1.195 178.25¢ 1.360.160
1951-196( 122 18.772 99.102
1961-197( 130 15.784 79.588
1971-198( 85 11.311 69.026
1981-199( 176 18.80¢ 108.714
1991-200( 101 9.212 66.284
2001 11 918 7.447
2002 10 626 4.263
2003 5 503 3.968
2004 9 1.010 8.276
Total 1.844 255.16¢ 1.806.828



The report from NAMMCO meeting 3-4 September 200&lation to the Faroe Islands pilot whaling
“noted that there had been no catches or pilotevbates at all so far in 2008, although there have
been several off-shore observations of large sshadhe area during the year.”

Since 1832, the Faroe Islands have been dividedsmteral whaling districts though there is reason
believe, that these districts already existed meséorm prior to this date. These whaling distrats
the basis for the distribution of the meat and berof the pilot whales caught. The catch is
distributed in such a way that all the residentthefwhaling district are given the same amourthef
catch, regardless of whether or not they took ipatte hunt. The hunt thereby is entirely non-
commercial.

Before the enactment of home-rule in 1948, the §ragovernor had the highest responsibility of
supervising a pilot whale hunt. Today, supervisgthe responsibility of the Faroese governmené Th
government is charged with ensuring that the Rilodling regulations are respected and otherwise
answer for preparations. In practice, this meaasiths the local legislative representative, Winbds
the highest command in a pilot whale hunt. It srdeisponsibility to both supervise the hunt and to
distribute the catch.

Whaling bays

As of now 23 whaling bays with sandy beaches apecved as places where pilot whales can be
driven ashore.

These are Svingy, Hvannasund, Haraldssund, KlakBuiglafjgrdur, Ggta (north and south),
Nordskali, Oyrarbakka, Tjgrnuvik, Hvalvik, Leynaestmanna, Torshavn (at Sandagerdi),
Sandvagur, Midvagur, Bgur, Sandur, Husavik, Hvallsangisvagur, @ravik, Famjin and Vagur.
Information on those visited by the team is foum@mnnex 3 to this report.

Historic background for measuring the catch of pila whales’
Males are measured as % to 26 skins and femalesl¥.dkins.

A research 1986-1988 showed that one skin on agevagghs 72 kg with 38 kg being meat and 34 kg
blubber. An average pilot whale contributes 9.4skor a male and 5.4 skins for a female. In 1832 a
wooden stick, grindamat, was introduced and usecth&asuring the whales that had been taken.

® Dorete Bloch in the book "The Pilot Whale and Bazoese Pilot Whaling” and Heini Madsen in “Pilohsiée and the
Pilot Whaling”



Measurement was from eye to anus:

3 alen was estimated as 2 skins

4 alen was estimated as 10 skins
5 alen was estimated as 20 skins
6 alen was estimated as 35 skins

On average 54% of the whale can be eaten as mag&lw@vber and on the biggest whales this can be
up to 60% of the total weight.

Meat and other edible products

The Danish Parliament group on European issueseoBd' February 2009 asked the Minister of
Foreign Affairs which socioeconomic role the canchof whales has in the Faroe Island and what the
socioeconomic and administrative consequences wimild case IWC was to regulate all whaling
undertaken by its member countries.

In a letter dated 26March 2009 Jénas K. Thomsen on behalf of the Baraethorities explains:

“The economy of the Faroe Islands is overwhelmimgpendent on the sustainable use of marine
resources, with commercial fisheries being the madnstry.

Pilot whales and other small whales are utiliseddod in the Faroe Islands and represent one ryf ve
few local sources of meat. Both the meat and blubbpilot whales have for centuries been a staple
part of the national diet. Whale drives are fultgulated by law and regulations and catches aregha
on a community basis among the participants in alevtrive and residents of the local district where
the whales are landed. The annual average catap tof 900 whalésis roughly equivalent to 500
tonnes of meat and blubber, which is some 30%I|oheht produced locally in the Faroe Islands.”

The Danish Minister of Foreign Affairs in his replyote:

“The Faroese Authorities by providing the answéaitezl to small cetaceans, thereby do not take any
position in relation to the IWZquestion” (as to whether the small cetaceans dhmicovered by
IWC)

Information has been supplied by the Faroese Hoube Ruthority, “that during the five year period
(2004-2008) of whaling the following amounts oflddimeat has been obtained (the amounts are
given with some uncertainty and does not includdlér)”.

Year 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Tonnage of 314 83 251 210 0
meat

® This number contains not only pilot whales bubaither smaller species of whales

" International Whaling Commission



Legal and illegal imports to Denmark

Under a special exemption clause, import of pilbale meat and blubber is allowed to Denmark for
non-commercial purposes. Private people can infpotheir own consumption. The Faroese Society
in Denmark in addition imports meat and blubbericlhs used during celebrations for the members
of the society.

These imports in recent years are as follows:

2004: 180kg (1 transaction)

2005: 60kg (1 transaction)

2006: 120kg (1 transaction)

2007: none

2008: 150kg (2 transactions of 100 kg andétdp@espectively)
In addition import of tissue for scientific purpgss allowed.

The Danish Customs overlooking arrivals by sea fikaroe Islands to Denmark (Esbjerg) and from
Faroe Islands by one route by air to Denmark (Bdlureport the below seizures of whale products.
These products in 2007- early 2009 arrived withOIRES documentation. Spring 2009 the Danish
CITES Authority instructed the Danish customs tBEEES permits were not anymore required due to
changed EU legislation. Note that the seizuresestioned are from only two border stations towards
Faroe Islands and furthermore derives from onlgva dccasional checks.

Seizures

2007:

08.01 0,53 kg meat

19.06 3,4 kg dried meat and blubber
21.06 0,150 kg blubber

02.07 6,39 kg meat and blubber
04.07 3,9 kg meat and blubber
14.07 0,960 kg dried meat andbbér
13.08 1,88 kg meat

07.10 1,7 kg meat

2008:

30.03 2,87 kg meat and bluber
09.05 1,7 kg blubber

28.06 1 kg meat



14.07 2.87 kg meat and blubber

26.07 1,6 kg salted blubber

31.07 2,28 kg meat

14.08 3 kg dried meat and blubber
06.09 1,7 kg meat

2009

14.03 0,8 kg dried meat

14.03 2,5 kg blubber

The new rules on imports are based=sthCommission Regulation (EF) no. 206/2009 Biarch

2009 on imports to the Community of shipments afreth products to be used for private
consumption and amendment to regulation (EF) né2QD3}. According to these new EU rules whale
products for private consumption can be importedhfiFaroe Islands to Denmark without restrictions.

Imports of whale meat to Faroe Islands
In the article “Whaling Delivered Millions” in IcahdReview - Reykjavik, Iceland,
http://icelandrevie w.com/icelandrev iew/daily _ re#%cat_ id=29314&ew 0 _a id=319823

The former Fisheries Minister Gudfinnsson on th& @RFebruary 2009 explains that 900 kilos of
minke whale meat had been sold to the Faroe IslmdSK 700,000 (USD 6,000, EUR 5,000).

In a reply to the Danish Parliament June 2009 Hreése Authorities, however informs that the meat
had not been imported, since Iceland does not teevby the Faroese Authorities and EU required
health certification.

According to statistical information from Norway 2003 a total of 8.345 kg of whale meat was
exported to Faroe Island. The export had a valwe@mind US$ 66-500 or around US$ 8 /kg. In April
2009 a shipment of 720 kg and a value of US$ 5v8@send to Faroe Island from Norway.
Statistical information from Faroe Islands confirthat 695 kg was imported.

Before the exports from Norway started the Norwegiad Danish Authorities corresponded to agree
that such trade would not be in breach of CITESh{@ation on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Flora and Fauna). The translatioth® correspondence is attached as annex 2 to the
report.



Faroe Islands and IWC
1) Commercial whaling in Faroe Islands

Faroe Islands has a long history of commercial imgefbr large whales. At first people from Faroe
Islands worked onboard whaling ships of other metigorimarily Norway. From 1894 however the
whaling was undertaken based in Faroe Islandsnidst important recorded catch was in 1949 when
50 sperm whales were caught in Nolsoyarfjord, &edoest catch year was in 1909 when 773 large
whales were taken. In 1901 it is reported thatug bvhales were taken during June and July and that
year also 1 sei whale and 19 fin whales were taken.

The whaling station in vid Air functioned until tiead of the 1960’s. In 2007 a plan was launched for
developing the former whaling station into a museum

The commercial whaling of fin whales was continaéeér the IWC in 1976 had decided on a 0 quota.
The population of fin whales in the North Atlanéitthat time had been reduced to 10% of its orlgina
size.

Faroe Islands caught 1 fin whale in 1977, 7 in 1878 11 in 1979. When the IWC urged Faroe
Islands/Denmark to stop the whaling, a proposaéfscientific project was submitted to IWC in 1981,
but the IWC Scientific Committee did not approve froject proposal. Never the less The Faroe
Islands continued the whaling and took an additiaéB&in whales in the period 1981 to 1984.

2) IWC and small cetaceans

Faroese Islands Authorities have taken the positiahthe Whaling Commission, IWC, should not
include questions related to small cetaceans. Tdrad+Hule authority has had this position during
many years and does not intend to change its positihe Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Denmark has
agreed to this position, and has on behalf of Faréglands and Greenland taken it forward at th€ IW
meetings.

Faroe Islands cooperate with its neighbours irticeldo research and management of marine
mammals in the North Atlantic. The cooperatioresglace in the organisation NAMMCO, which
besides Faroese has Norway, Iceland and Greensame@bers. More information can be found on
WWW.Nammco.no

CITES and the Faroe Islands

Denmark became a Party to CITES in October 197 wWhtifying Denmark informed the CITES
Depositary government (Switzerland) that CITES widuécome applicable to Faroe Islands only
when relevant legislation had come in place theenmark also ensured that this would not cause any
practical problem since there was no CITES tradeaioe Islands.



For many years during the 1980’s and 1990’s theidbaMlinistry of Environment (CITES
Management Authority) each year asked Faroe Islandkeir progress in putting legislation in place,
but no progress was reported.

As time has passed it has become clear that Fslaoeds does not intend to make legislation
implementing and enforcing CITES. The Faroese aiiié® have confirmed the position and add that
they do not see that CITES can contribute anythosgjtive for the Faroe Islands.

Further to that it is clear that also the DanismE3 Management Authority has not been able to
ensure Faroese implementation and enforcement.

As mentioned earlier in this report, in 2003 Faeoesported from Norway a total of around 9 tons
Minke Whale meat from Norway. This species, Balgaeia acutorostrata, has been on CITES
Appendix |, from 1986 when it by the Whaling Comsiis came under the moratorium and all
commercial hunting was stopped. Norway continueshtimting in spite of the moratorium and took a
reservation against Appendix | listing under CITESerefore Norway was able to export the meat to
Faroe Islands after issuing a CITES permit accgrtirnthe rules applying to CITES Appendix II.

Denmark has no reservation and therefore the ingg@ppendix | meat should not be allowed.
However since Faroe Islands has still no CITESslagon in place (more than 30 years after Denmark
ratified CITES), the Home Rule Authority in Farastands just accepted the Norwegian CITES export
permit for the commercial transaction.

The CITES Secretariat has advised that Faroe Islsnprt of the Danish ratification and therefore
CITES Appendix | rules apply.

It should be noted that Faroe Islands is not galband the EU Regulations on Wildlife trade, whic
implements and enforce CITES in the EU do not applyne Faroe Islands.

Local consumption of whale meat
Cooking Books

Though small Faroe Islands publishes books in Bartenguage. During the teams visit four such
cooking books were found in H.N. Jacobsens Booksmdmrshavn. In each book a recipe on how to
prepare a meal from pilot whale meat was found.

In the book Okkara kokkur (by Gudmundur GudmundsBakadeid Fgroya Laererafelags 2002,
ISBN 99918-1-332-2) the recipe covers how to pregéot whale steaks in sherry sauce.

Other Cooking books are:
Gddarad, Jonhild Henriksen, 2004

Maturin, Sigrid Dalsgaard
Dggurdavokin, Maria Vilhelm
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In some of the books on whaling recipes can alsiolned. Dorete Bloch in the book “The Pilot Whale
and Pilot Whaling” mentions that the meat has mgtritional value with a content of 25% protein,
and is rich in iron, A and B vitamins. In addititre fat in the blubber is of high value becausthef
relatively high amount of poly-unsaturated comparcesaturated fat.

Restaurants
Vagar airport hotel

In articles about Faroe Islands it has been meedidhat the hotel restaurant serves specialities
including pilot whale meat. The dish was not tdduend on the menu but the staff when asked
informed that some times the dish has been on #runbut is getting rare now. The pilot meat has
been served either wind dried as starter or bailighal onions and stewed potatoes.

By email dated 13th August 2009 the hotel confitha pilot meat is not on the menu and that it has
not been for long.

Hotel Feoroyar

This 4 star hotel has a 4 star restaurant ,Glaastowhich is known to serve Faroese traditional
dishes. During its visit the team found that whaleat was offered as starter on the menu.

By email dated the 13th August 2009 the Managingd&or of the hotel confirms that the restaurant
offers three small slices of dried pilot whales treeaa starter. He adds that like it in Japan ssibte

to buy polluted fish meat, their restaurant hassehao offer this dish to represent something which
for long has been a tradition in Faroe Islandscétginues by writing that catching pilot whaledl ssi
legal and that the health authorities has recomegttitht the Faroese people do not eat whale meat
because of the high content of mercury in the ragdtthe organic contamination in the blubber. He
adds that the recommendation is not a problemoi@idn visitors, as they only rarely eat whale meat
He ends by mentioning that the hotel does not wanegatively damage its own or the Faroe Islands
international reputation, but on the contrary trenmoffered gives an opportunity to taste the padt
present Faroe Islands.

Gjaargardur

In the travel section of the Danish Newspaper j@¥t" the 6th of August Anne Sophie Teglborg
writes about ,The nature pearl in the North Atlahaaind refers to the Faroe Islands as the most
unspoiled island group in the world. A headlineoé paragraph in the article reads: ,Whales and
mercury“ .Under the headline it is further writtgnthe yearly pilot whale is coming to an end ahd t
dried meat will soon be a thing of the past. Thidution of the seas of the world has resulted in
mecury accumulating in the large animals, and @éheefse people are advised not to put their favorite
dish on the menu. Locally some people however hav¢aken note of the recommendation. The
tradtional dish can therefore still be enjoyedha small village Gjégv, located 67 km from the ¢alpi
This 400 year old village is located at a coashwigh cliffs bordering the sea...."
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Personal quotes from people the team met during it@sit

It is clear to the team that the public is awaréhefwarning issued by the State Doctor August 2008
whereby he notify that due to contamination pilttale meat should not anymore be used for human
consumption see Annex 5.

Following quotes represents well the view of thelpmu

“Back when discovering that there are health pnoislén relation to pregnant women eating whale
meat, there was quite a lot of information spreadhis issue. However it seems that now no pasdrcul
information is given, it is just something thakisown and whereby pregnant women refrain from
eating the whale meat.”

“The Faroese people are not quite in agreementtivgliesearch conclusions and there are good
reasons for this. When the State Doctor say tald alno is participating in the study, that he slibu
not eat pilot whale meat, because he has high cbatenercury, and the mother then replies that he
never ate pilot whale as he does not like it, thendifficult to take the research seriously.nidkv this
mother and the child very well”.

“My wife does not eat pilot meat and thereforesicatlo not eat it”

“Everyone here knows that the pilot meat is conteted and young people as well as women do not
want to consume this meat”.

Opinion poll in Denmark

To get an impression of how the pilot whaling ind&alslands is viewed outside Faroe Islands and in
particular in Denmark, an opinion poll was undegtaky the independent compaxielsenin August
2009 A poll in Denmark, where people tend to defend Edstands, because all are part of the Danish
Kingdom, could be expected to be very forgivingititude. From previous polls it is known that only
3% of the Danes support commercial whaling. At 8rertain government civil servants have
expressed that if the question was about the Fansbaling only 3% would be against. The poll
however shows that the number of Danes againgilihiewvhaling is around 50% (see Annex 4).

Reference list
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ANNEX 1

CETACEANS TAKEN PER YEAR 1978 to 2009

YEAR PILOT WHALES WHITESIDED
DOLPHINS
(Info from 1996 onwards

1978 1192

1979 1674

1980 2775

1981 2909

1982 2649

1983 1685

1984 1926

1985 2596

1986 1676

1987 1450

1988 1738

1989 1260

1990 917

1991 722

1992 1572

1993 808

1994 1201

1995 228

1996 1524 357
1997 1162 350
1998 815 438
1999 608 0
2000 572 265
2001 918 546
2002 626 773
2003 503 186
2004 1010 333
2005 302 312
2006 856 617
2007 633 0
2008 0 1
2009 310 174

In addition to the mentioned species there is aonaktake of some (less than 10) Bottle Nosed
Whales, Bottle Nosed Dolphins and Harbour Porpoise.
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ANNEX 2

TRANSLATIONS documents related to the export of wh#e meat from Norway to Faroe Islands

Letter from the Norwegian Embassy in Copenhagen dad 16 January 2003

The Norwegian Embassy has the honour to contadilthistry of Foreign Affairs in relation to the
following matter:

The Norwegian authorities has through the OrdeRegulation of export on Minke Whale meat dated
29 June 2001 opened the option for export of Mivkale meat when the country of destination is not
obliged to treat Minke Whale according to Appenidot the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered fauna and flora (CITES).

In relation to the Danish ratification of CITES tRé July 1977, which was passed to the Partiebdy t
depositary notification of 29 August 1977, a deafimn was made to the effect that the Convention
should not be implemented in the Faroese untindbeessary Faroese legislation had been passed,
something which was expected to happen in the sefuteire. Any new notification which clarifies
the implementation of CITES in relation to the Fes® has not afterwards been noted, and the other
Parties therefore are to take into account tharaigleclaration.

Since the Faroese are being considered as a posgiibrt market for Norwegian Minke whale
products, a written confirmation is requested hm effect that the Faroese still are covered by the
Danish declaration passed to the Parties in the @drthe depositary notification of 29 August 1977
and thereby CITES does not apply for the Faroese.

The Embassy requests a quick answer, thankingvareg the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for its kind
assistance.
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Verbal Note 13 March 2003 from Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has the honour t@apt receiving verbal note 5/03 199900226-373.20
of 16 January 2003 regarding the application ofE3Tin the Faroese.

In reply to this the Ministry of Foreign Affairsfiorms that the declaration, which Denmark gave in
1977 when depositing the instrument of ratificatistill applies whereby the Convention will be
implemented in Faroese only when the Faroese atiisonave passed the necessary legislation. It can
thereby be confirmed that CITES for the time besgot implemented in the Faroese.

NOTE from Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Nor wegian export of Minke whale meat to
the Faroese, 13 March 2003

1. The Norwegian Embassy has by Note no. 5/03 of hGalg 2003 requested a confirmation,
that the implementation of CITES in the Faroedeistcovered by the Danish declaration,
which was made through the Depositary Notificaiiod977. The Norwegian request is based
on Norway having opened up for export of Minke Whatoducts provided that the country of
destination according to CITES is not obliged &atrMinke whale according to the rules that
apply to species listed in Appendix I.

2. Denmark ratified in 1977 the Convention on Inteioradl Trade in endangered species of wild
fauna and flora- CITES the Washington -ConventAxtording to Article XXIII of the
Convention, general reservation cannot be takesetific reservations regarding species
listed in Appendix I, Il or Ill can be taken.

When deposing the Instrument of Ratification Derlomaade a declaration, that the ratification

would cover the whole Kingdom of Denmark, but ttiet convention however will be
implemented in the Faroese only when the Faroebewiies has passed the necessary
legislation. This has never happened. Enquiria® filte Agency for Forestry and Nature
(Ministry of Environment) have not even been angder

Seen in the light of a number of decisions by ClTiE8e recent years, especially in relation

to Fish and Marine Mammals, the Faroese authorggards CITES with increasing

sceptisism. Faroese today therefore are unlikepass legislation, which would fully allow the
implementation of CITES in the Faroese territoryslich case the Faroese would wish to make
a reservation in relation to a number of whale gsdncluding Minke whale such as Iceland,
Norway and Japan.

3. The question whether the declaration given in 1€ill/has the effect, that CITES does not
apply to the Faroese has been discussed with titecah Service and Friday the 7 March 2003
among Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Seatand the Agency for Forestry and Nature.
It was agreed that even though the situation acogtd international law is unclear, the
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Danish side should base its position on that th@eamentation of the Convention in the
Faroese requires that the Home Rule Authority madsenecessary legislation. As such
clarification cannot be expected at the momentNbevegian enquiry should be answered
affirmative. This has been done by Verbal note®March 2003. A copy has been informally
sent to the Faroese Home Rule Authority.

During the meeting it was agreed, that the expest@avegian export of Minke whale meat to
the Faroese would be likely to meet a negativeipwginion. Finally it was agreed that the
competent Ministry namely Ministry of Environmergaan should bring up the question about
CITES in relation to Faroe Islands. This can beedduring the planned visit to Faroese by the
Minister of Environment in April 2003.
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ANNEX 3
Whaling bays in Faroe Islands
Number of inhabitants in the text below derivesrirdourist Guide Faroe Islands May 2009.

There are by now 23 approved whaling bays, someénhath have been in function since the first
legislation on pilot whaling came into place in 283\l below mentioned bays which were visited in
July 2009 are authorised for landing pilot whaldse total number of pilot whales taken in each bay
refers to catching data from 1584-2007. During gesod Midvagur with a catch of 46.788 comes as
a clear number one and Klaksvik as number two @&1H.34 pilot whales. None of these are anymore
fit for landing of pilot whales due to recent dey@hents undertaken there.

Island of Vagar

Place Baur
Number of inhabitants 70
Pilot whale bay Bay with a sandy beach. Theresis farming in the nearby waters.

According to records 445 pilot whales were takesrdgton the 8th June
2004 and 82 on the 2September 2004. The nearby fish farms however
now make it less suitable for pilot whaling.

Pilot whales taken 3.324

Miscellaneous Spectacular view towards the isletssdacks off the coast Tindholmur,
Gasholmur and Drangarnier

Church (1865) and charming houses with grass-tolofeises

Place Midvagur
Number of inhabitants 1.134
Pilot whale bay This bay is mentioned already mm1B32 legislation. It is a bay with a

wide sandy beach. It was the best place for pilwlimg, but the role is
according to Dorete Bloch in the book “Pilot Whaled Pilot Whaling”
less now due to development taking place. Whetirngswe noted that a
large pier has been build from each side of theomafjord, stretching
almost across and blocking the entrance to theysahdle bay, but
providing good protection for the harbour. Outdide pier and behind
one of them floating fish farms were seen. Thie@laas over the years
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been the most important site for catching pilot hdut the recent
developments make it unsuited for future whalingyétes and there
seem to be no records of catches here for thebpaesrs.

Pilot whales taken 46.788
Miscellaneous Kalvalid — the oldest grass-roofemsthouse on the Faroe Islands
The film ,Barbara“ took amongst others place inug&fd.

Harbour relatively big.

Place Sandavagur
Number of inhabitants 815
Pilot whale bay Bay with a sandy beach. There areenords of pilot whales taken

there the past 6 years, but on th& A2igust 2005, 12 white sided
dolphins were taken.

Pilot whales taken 968

Miscellaneous Big white church with a rune stor@"(@entury)

*kkkk

Island of Streymoy

The largest island. 373,5 square kilometers. Lertfitkilometers

Térshavn

Torshavn is the capital of the Faroe Islands witbua 12’404 inhabitants in the town itself.
Number of inhabitants 19.649

Pilot whaling bay Now only one small saridy is available in the rapidly growing
capital of the Faroe Islands. This is locatechmguburb of
Sandagerdi, just below the hospital. Accordinth®records 3 hunts
and 265 Pilot Whales were taken here in 2004,nt With 176 Pilot
Whales in 2006 and 2 hunts with 261 whales in 2007

Pilot whales taken 14.414

The Harbour is huge with ferry terminals and indugih Torshavn many tourist attractions are found:
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National Museum — Fgroya Fornminnissavn

Different pilot whale Knifes. Selling of the bookiJot Whaling in the Faroe Islands, Faroe Univgrsit
Press, 2009“.

Museum of Natural History- Fgroya Nattarrugripasavn

Equipment used in the pilot whale hunt, statisfpistures etc. are shown. Selling of the book
.Feergernes grindefangst, Dorete Bloch, 2007.

Museum of Art- Listaskalin

The painting ,Grindadrab“ (Whale killing) of SAamidensen-Mikines ,,Grindadrap, 1960“ is currently
exposed.

Bookshop

Faroese cookery books with different recipes aftpithale meat and blubber.
Some books about pilot whaling among others theadbook ,,Grindavisen®, which depict the old

traditional song about pilot whaling.
Hotels / Restaurants

Meat of pilot whales is offered in the menu of thetel Fagroyer. Apart from the Hotel Fgroyer the
team did not find any other restaurants or hot#éziag pilot whale meat (see additional informatio
on page 9).

Supermarkets and other selling points

No selling of pilot whale meat or blubber.

Pilot whaling

In the bay ,Sandagerdi” pilot whaling is taking géa The most recent catch was in 2007. The role of
this bay is according to Dorete Bloch in the boBK3dt Whale and Pilot Whaling” larger now due to
development that has taken place in other whalayg lbendering them more or less unsuitable for
whaling

Already in the 1832 legislation Torshavn was mergmbas a whaling bay, but most likely then the
bays more central in the city were used and nof asw a small bay below the hospital at the
outskirts of the capital.
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Place
Number of inhabitants

Pilot whale bay

Pilot whales taken

Place
Number of inhabitants

Pilot whale bay

Pilot whales taken

Miscellaneous

Place
Number of inhabitants

Pilot whale bay

Pilot whales taken

Miscellaneous

Leynar
113

Bay with a sandy beach. The rol@isfbay is according to Dorete
Bloch in the book “Pilot Whale and Pilot Whalingirger now due to
development that has taken place in other whalayg lbendering them
more or less unsuitable for whaling. There is @réof 84 pilot whales
taken there on the $9une 2004.

2.583 and tligierecent record of 85 pilot whales takel 20ne

2004

Vestmanna
1.240

Two separate bays are approvetheuble is according to the team
fully coherent with the view expressed by DoretedBl in the book “Pilot
Whale and Pilot Whaling” that Vestmanna now is iegsortant for
whaling due to development taking place Vestmanas already
mentioned in the 1832 legislation as a place skt pilot whaling.
There are no records of whales being taken therpdkt 6 years.

19.833
Big harbor, fishing industry atytdropower station Fossa

The Vestmanna Tourist Center provides very usefakmation about
excursions - (Bird cliffs and grottoes from the,ddgkines — the home
of thousands of migratory seabirds during the summuanths)

Hvalvik
231

The last whalnegorded here is May 23rd 2009 when 188 pilotaled
were taken

31.715

Oldest church made of wood (1829)
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Place

Number of inhabitants
Pilot whale bay

Pilot whales taken

Miscellaneous

Island of Eysturoy

Tjgrnuvik
73
Bay with a sandy beach in an opemtdjord.

101

*kkkk

Bridge from Streymoy to Eystoroy

Sleettatindur 822 meters - highest point on the &#slands

Next largest island — 266 kilometers

About 11°000 people

Place
Number of inhabitants
Pilot whale bay

Pilot whales taken

Miscellaneous

Fuglafjgrdur
1.536
Bay with a sandy beach

1.865. Thera iscord of 123 pilot whales take?f #ay 2005 and
2White sided dolphins taken % August 2005

The town is located at the headd#ep fjord, and offers an excellent
Nedl harbor that is accessible under all weatheditons. It
%000 meter long quay and plays a significar mokhe pelagic

fisheries of the North Atlantic.

Fishing industry, place for ship repairing andd®pot is found here.

The town generates almost 20% of the Faroese gxgmat is the fourth
largest town in the Faroe Islands.

It features a modern church from1984
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Place
Number of inhabitants
Pilot whale bay

Pilot whales taken

Miscellaneous

Place
Number of inhabitants

Pilot whale bay

Pilot whales taken

Miscellaneous

Place
Number of inhabitants
Pilot whale bay

Miscellaneous

Nordoyar Islands
Bordoy:
Vidoy:

Kunoy:

Sviony

Ggta (consists of Sydruggta and Nordaggatu)
419 and 588 respectivelyhattvo towns
Bay with sandy beaches

7.345, andcore of 24 white sided dolphins taken 28th August
2004

Fish farms are found at Nordaggatu

Nordskali
297

Sandy but narrow beach which didappear especially fit for
thing pilot whales

3.514

Oyrarbakka
97
This is a new approved whaling beath sandy beach

The school Felagsskulin a Oyrarbdé&litures a gate made from the
lower jaw whale bones

*kkkk

95 square kilometers, about 5000 inhakstan
41 square kilometers, about 600 inhabitants
35 square kilometers, 60 inhabitants

27,4 square kilometers, 55 inhabitants
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Place
Number of inhabitants

Pilot whale bay

Pilot whales taken

Miscellaneous

Place
Number of inhabitants

Pilot whale bay

Pilot whales taken

Number of inhabitants
Pilot whale bay
Pilot whales taken

Miscellaneous

Klaksvik (Bordoy)
4.637

yes but the role is according todd® Bloch in the book “Pilot Whale
anilbt Whaling” less now due to development takphace. The
negaw that the bay which was previously used is remlaimed
aactording to the local people a shopping centte e build
tae

38.134 onlyergaecords of takes there is 291 whitesided dokphi
Bakd" September 2004

Second largest town in the Faroadsla

Fishing industry, about 20% of the fishing expmines from
Klaksvik

Christian’s church, 1963

Hvannasund (Vidoy)
263

A small bay with sandy beach. Isvalready mentioned in the 1832
legislation as a place suitable for pilot whaling.

8.962, and B8t pvhales were taken"Sof January 2009. Whitesided
dolphins were taken ¥8September 2004 (dolphins) and"#4pril
2005 (7 dolphins)

Haraldssund (Kunoy)
75
A small bay with sandy beach
32

Near to gholiige of Skard and ruins of Dutch settlement
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Other whaling bays

The Following whaling bays were not visited in JAB09. In the listing below the number of pilot
whales taken from 1584-2007 is added.

Additional approved whaling bays

The team did not visit Svinoy, Suduroy and Sand®fow the number of pilot whales taken there in
the period 1584-2007 are given.

Island of Svinoy

Svinoy 4, these 4 were takel 28gust 2005

Island of Suduroy

Vagur 21.149, there is a reaufrél6 pilot whales taken #8June 2004

Hvalba 18.082, there is a recdrd®pilot whales taken {BAugust 2005 and 20
White Sided Dolphins f6August 2005

Famijin 7.985, there is a recof @8 pilot whales takensJuly 2004

Trongisvagur 6.564, there is a record@pBot whales taken 31July 2004

Dravik 484

Island of Sandoy
Sandur 6.103, there is a recdrs# pilot whales taken Y&June 2005

Husavik 4.243, there is a reaxfrl6 pilot whales taken 2uly 2005
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ANNEX 4

Summary results of POLL in Denmark on Pilot Whalind-aroe Islands and human consumption of
the related produc(sranslation from Danish).

The poll was undertaken @jhe Nielsen Companyas an online survey from the 12 to 20 August 200@re
were 625 respondents. The interviewed persons Yete 65 years old.

Summary

61% have previously heard or read about the pilaling in Faroe Islands, but only 19% knew aboatrtieat

being polluted. 56% do think that the taking dbpwhales causes pain to the whales and 46% leetiet this
whaling should be stopped. 54% believe that that pihaling damages the international reputatiothefFaroe
Islands. 55% believe the recommendation from thed-kslands State Doctor to stop using pilot wipatlucts
for human consumption should be followed.

Questions and results in detail

Q1

Have you this year or previously heard or read albdhe pilot whaling in the Faroe Islands?
yes 61% no 36% do nakrd%e

Q2

Scientists have the recent decades studied thaupotl found in the pilot whale meat and the risk,hich this
poses for human health. The conclusions last yeasulted in the State Doctor (Landslaegen) recommendi
that meat from pilot whales should not anymore bged for human consumption.

Have you heard about that?

yes 19% no 78% do not know 3%
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Q3
To which extend do you agree or disagree with tieddov statements about pilot whaling?
Disagree completely, Disagree, Neither nor, agragree completely, do not know

(R1) The taking of pilot whales does 27%, 29%, 13%, 4%, 1%, 26%
not cause any pain or suffering
for the whales

(R2) Faroe Islands should stop 4%, 11%, 23%, 22%, 23%, 16%

taking pilot whales

(R3) The pilot whaling does not 17%, 798 17%, 10%, 3%, 16%
damage the international reputation
of the Faroe Islands

Q4 Imagine a conversation between to Faroese people discuss about eating pilot whale meat.

A says: Landsleegen here in the Faroe Islands hasa@mended, to stop eating meat from pilot whales,
because of the increased pollution which has resdlin pilot whales having such high content of pation,
that neither meat nor blubber will meet the limitsr what is acceptable. This recommendation | thime
should follow, and thereby stop eating meat fronhopiwhales.

B says: yes | know that Landslaegen has recommeniestop eating pilot whale meat, because the meat i
polluted, but it is only a recommendation, and lit#k it should be up to people themselves to decuthether
they want to eat the meat or not.

Are you in most agreement with A or B? It is podsilthat you can go along with both statements, lto
are you in most agreement with?

1) Agree most with A,  2) Agree most with B) [® not know

55% 39% 7%

Background reference:

The interviewed persons have been selected to fyappresent the population in relation to: Gendge,
job, educational background, geography (where tteeperson live in Denmark)
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